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Current Notes
Conducted by the Associate Editor

Mr. C. A. Good has been appointed assistant entomologist at the ~ova Scotia
Agricultural College.

J. H. Fabre, the French entomologist, and the author of a number of popular books
about insects, died October 11.

Messrs. Leroy Childs and G. F. Moznette have severed their connection with the
Oregon Station, where they held positions as research assistants in entomology.

Mr. C. L. Scott, Bureau of En\omology, has been transferred from the Brownsville
(Tex.) station to Wellington, Ran.

Mr. F. L. McDonough, Bureau of Entomology, was occupied during October in
determining the limits of the dispersion of the boll weevil.

Dr. E. A. Back, Bureau of Entomology, in field charge of the Mediterranean
fruit-fly investigations in Hawaii, has returned to Honolulu.

Mr. W. H. Larrimer, Bureau of Entomology, formerly located at the Wellington
(Ran.) field station, has been detached and stationed temporarily at Missoula, Mont.

Mr. E. R. Barber, Bureau of Entomology, has returned to Kew Orleans after an
extensive trip to determine the extent of the territory infested by the Arp;entine ant.

Mr. :Harold Lyon, a graduate of the Massachusetts Agricultural College, class of
1913, is now studying at the Bussey Institution, Harvard University, Forest Hills,
Mass.

Dr. E. A. Back, Bureau of Entomology, in chl\rge of Mediterranean fruit-fly inves-
tigations in Hawaii, visited Washington on August 19 for consultation with reference
to future work.

Professor II. F. Wilson of Oregon State College, has gone to the Vniversity of Wis-
consin as professor of economic entomology to take the place of Professor J. G.
Sanders.

Mr. R. J. Fiske, a graduate of the Massachusetts Agricultural College, class of
1910, is now engaged in codling moth investigations for the Bureau of Entomology
at Roswell, N. M.

Mr. W. T. M. Forbes, a specialist in Lepidoptera, has been appointed to a position
on the staff of the entomological department of the College of Agriculture of Cornell
University.

Professor E. D. Sanderson is now a graduate student at the rniversity of Chicago,
where he expects to remain for two years or perhaps long;er. His present address is
1109 East 54th Place.

Mr. J. R. Christie, formerly a student at the New Hampshire Agricultural College,
is now instructor in zoology and entomology at the ~laryland Agricultural College
and assistant entomologist in the Station.

Mr. F. C. Bishopp, Bureau of Entomology, during the month of August investi-
gated a serious outbreak of horse flies in Nevada and California upon which assist-
ance had been asked by the Nevada Experiment Station.

Mr. Wallace L. Chandler, formerly of the University of California, has recently
been called to Cornell University, where he will give instruction and conduct investi-
gations in parasitology as a member of the entomological department.
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Mr. F. A. Fenton, a graduate student of the University of Wisconsin, and for a
time deputy nursery inspector in the same state, has joincd thc Federal Bureau of
Entomology and will be engaged in work with Mr. J. J. Davis at Lafayette, Ind.

1\11'.Henry L. Yiereck is no longer connected with the California State Commission
of Horticulture, where he has recently been assistant superintendent of the insectary
at Capitol Park, Sacramento.

Mr. August Busck, Bureau of Entomology, has returned to Washington from the
Hawaiian Islands where he carried on an investigation of Gelechia gossypiella for
the Federal Horticultural Board.

1\11'.Eric Cogan, Bureau of Entomology, temporarily employed at the Charleston
C~Io.) field laboratory, has resumed his studies at Ohio State University. Mr.
Cogan is specializing in Jassidea.

:.\Iiss 1\Iyrtle Duckett has been appointed a student assistant in the Bureau of
Entomology to assist in recording the results of thc wintcring experiments in apicul-
ture.

1\11'.R. J. Kewley, Bureau of Entomology, recently attached to the staff at the
La Fayette (Ind.) station, has been detailed to assist Mr. A. B. Gahan at College
Park, 1\Id.

Mr. E. ,Yo Scott, Bureau of Entomology, employed in connection with the enforce-
ment of the Insecticide Act, made a trip of investigation through Georgia and Florida
during late October.

Dr. A. D. Hopkins returned to his office on October 27 from Kanawha Station,
W. Va., where he was on leave and continued his observations on phenological
phenomena, forest and wood-boring insects.

1\11'.Ii:. J. N"ewcomer, Bureau of Entomology, will spend the winter months at
his permanent field quarters, 'Wenatchee, Wash., and will give attention to questions
connected with the winter life of certain orchard pests.

Mr. John B. Gill, Bureau of Entomology, engaged in pecan insect investigations,
has returned to his field headquartel's, Monticello, Fla., from an extended trip
through the Gulf States in connection with the study of pecan insects.

Mr. H. H. Kimball, Bureau of Entomology, who has been associated with D. L.
Van Dine at l\lound, La., will transfer his work to New Orleans where he will assist
Dr. W. V. King in rearing Anopheles mosquitoes.

The Siamese grain beetle (Lophocatercs pus'illus KIug) has been reported by Prof.
E. S. Tucker, at Baton Rouge, La., injuring rice. This species is not common in
this country, but has been found in Texas, South Carolina, and received from foreign
countries.

1\11'.E. J. Branigan, field deputy of the California State Commission of Horticul-
ture, is temporarily located at the Pasadena Station, Bureau of Entomology, dis-
tributing Lcptomaslix sp., a parasite of the citrus mealy bug (Psegdococc!lS citri).
This parasite was recently introduced from Sicily.

Professor H. A. Ballou, Entomologist on the staff of the British Imperial Depart-
ment of Agriculture, for several years stationed at Barbados, West Indies, is studying
during his vacation at the :.\lassachusetts Agricultural College, from which he grad-
uated in 1895.

Mr. Alfred B. Champlain, assistant forest entomologist of the Bureau of Ento-
mology, is now at I,ymc, Conn., where he is making observations on the hickory
bark beetle and other borers, and at the same time is receiving medical treatment for
an ailment of the stomach.
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Mr. Edward Riley King of Creola, Ohio, a former deputy state inspector of apia-
ries and secretary of the Ohio Beekeepers' Association, has been appointed a member
of the teaching staff of the College of Agriculture of Cornell University, where he
will conduct the new courses in apiculture.

Mr. F. B. Paddock has been appointed entomologist in charge at the Texas Agri-
cultural Experiment Station and State Entomologist to succeed 1\11'. Wilmon Newell
who has gone to Florida as State Plant Commissioner. By virtue of law the state
entomologist is in charge of the foul brood eradication work.

At the New Hampshire College, Mr. W. A. Osgood, class of 1915, has been .ap-
pointed assistant to Professor W. C. O'Kane and will be engaged in state work. He
began his duties September 1. Mr. Raymond Bean, class of 1915, has been appointed
assistant to Professor C. F. Jackson in the department of zoOlogy.

In connection with the wintering investigations at the apiary of the Bureau of
Entomology, tests are now being made of the thermal conductivity of various double-
walled hives and of the coefficient of transmission of heat of the various parts of the
hive to determine the best methods for constructing such hives.

Mr. David L. Crawford, formerly entomologist and horticulturist for the Mexico
Gulf Coast Citrus Association, Tampico, Mex., has submitted for publication, in the
Department of Agriculture, a manuscript on the :.\lexican orange fly, Anasll'cpha
ludens Loew.

The Bureau of Entomology has received from Mr. C. F. Stahl, Spreckels, Cal.,
a sample of walnuts badly infested by the Mediterranean flour moth, Ephcstia
keuhniella. These were obtained in October of the present year. It also occurs in
peanuts in the East.

Mr. H. B. Scammell, Bureau of Entomology, will spend the ,,,inter at his field
station, Brown Mills, N. J., and will give special attention to questions connected
with the hibernation of cranberry insects. Mr. R. J. Fiske will also spend the
winter at his field headquarters, Roswell, N. Mex.

Mr. T. C. Barber, Bureau of Entomology, delivered a number of addresses on
the boll weevil in Georgia during October. This work was a part of the plan of
the Georgia State Board of Entomology to give special instructions to thp planters
in the districts which have recently become invaded by the boll weevil.

Mr. H. A. Morgan, director of the Tennessee Experiment Station, recently visited
Louisiana, in company with Dr. W. D. Hunter of the Bureau of Entom(}lo~y, for
the purpose of making suggestions regarding the conduct of the boll-weevil work,
and the work on malaria mosquitoes.

At the Kansas College and Station, Dr. Paul S. Welch, who has been e!lf);a!!:edin
the investigation of staple crop insects for the Station, is !lOWgiving his entire time
to college work as assistant professor of entomology. ~1r. W. P. Hayps has been
added to the station staff as assistant in entomology, and will investigate the insects
attacking staple crops.

Mr. Frank N. Wallace has been appointed State Entomologist of Indiana to suc-
ceed Charles H. Baldwin. Mr. Waliace was Chief Deputy under Benjamin W. Doug-
lass, who was State Entomologist of Indiana from 1907 to 1911. During the past
four years Mr. Wallace has been engaged in horticultural consultation work and has
been called to orchards in many parts of the country.
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Mr. A. C. Baker, Bureau of Entomology, has reported for permanent duty in
Washington and will be engaged in systematic studies of the Aphididre and Aleyrod-
idle. The biolof!;ical studies of orchard plant lice in progress at the Vienna (Va.)
laboratory will, however, be continued by Messrs. A. C. Baker and W. F. Turner,
Mr. TurnE'r rE'maining at the laboratory at Vienna.

Mr. E. G. Carr, Bureau of Entomology, spent the month of October in the moun-
tain scction of Xorth Carolina and reports that beekeeping is not well developed
thcre but that there is a wonderful opportunity for making it an important phase
of agriculture since there is an abundance of nectar and plenty of bees to gather it
if properly cared for.

Mr. R. S. "'OgIUlll, Bureau of Entomology, recently visited San Diego, Ca!., for
the purpos(' of investigating a species of Pteliobius injuring olive. Tills olive insect
was found to bc established in various sections of San Diego County. Breeding
occurs only in the dead wood. However, the adults cause considerable injury to
living tr('cs, especially to the smaller twigs, by boring into and feeding on the bark.

Among insccts which have been reported as causing injury during the year are
the spott('d cutworm (Koctlla c-nigrurnL.) and the variegated cutworm (Peridro11la
l/Iargaritosa lIaw.). The last-mentioned species was especially numerous and was
reported as occurring in Brownsville, Tex., where it was injUl'ious to onions, and
found commonly on weeds and grasses; also along the coast of California and at
Xorfolk, Va.

Dr. E. F. Phillips made plans to leave about November 20 to attend meetings
of beekeepers in Ontario, Ohio, Chicago and Springfield, Ill., Kansas, Minnesota,
Wisconsin, Indiana, Iowa and Michigan. This circuit of meetings was arranged to
make it easier for those interested to attend. The meeting at Grand Rapids, Mich.,
is the fiftieth convention of the Michigan society and elaborate preparations are
being made for it.

Among the visitors at the Bureau of Entomology during October were the following:
C. P. LounsbUl'Y, chief of the Division of Entomology of the Union Department of
Agrieulture, South Africa; H. A. Ballou, entomologist on the staff of the Imperial
Department of A~'icuIture for the "'Vest Indies; C. W. Leng, New York; W. T.
Davis, Brooklyn; W. S. Blatchley, Indianapolis; J. v. d. H. Schreuder, Pretoria,
South Africa.

Mr. F. R. Cole reports to the Bureau of Entomology that the tachinid parasite,
8iphona plusim Coq., has been reared from the eabbage looper (Autographa brassicre)
from 'Whittier, Pasadena and Compton, Cal., the last locality being furnished by
:\11' .• J. E. Graf. This species was described from Aulographa californica Speyer
from ~outhern California. Another parasite attacks this species but it has not
hE'('n reared or identified as yet.

Dr. Alden T. Speare has recently been appointed a specialist in insect diseases
in the Bureau of Entomology and will make a thorough study of entomogenous
fungi, with a view to their practical utilization if possible in insect control. He will
be gla(1 to receive specimens of diseased insects from all sources, and the material
should be accompanied with full data as to the host-species, extent of outbreak of
tIl(' disease, loc.ality, etc.

Ac('ording to press reports, Professor Gordon M. Bentley, State Entomologist of
Tennessee, has not been reappointed. The following excerpt is from The Southern
Plori,~t for October: "D('spite the petitions and urgent requests of fruit growers,
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nurserymen, farmers and business men generally Governor Rye, through the new
commissioner of agriculture, refused to reappoint Prof. Gordon M. Bentley to the
important position of state entomologist of Tennessee."

The office of State Entomologist has recently been established in Wisconsin, to
take over the nursery and orchard inspection and administration of the laws gov-
erning insecticides and fungicides. It is to be independent of the University of Wis-
consin, with headquarters in the State Capitol at Madison. Professor J. G. Sanders
comes from the College of Agriculture to be the first incumbent of the office and Dr.
S. B. :Fracker, an instructor in the same department, has been appointed assistant
entomologist.

The spinach leaf-miner (Pegomyia vicina Lintn.) has been reported as injuring garden
beets during June and July at Green Bay, Wis., by Mr. N. :F. Howard, working tem-
porarily for the Bureau of Entomology. It has also been reported injuring spinach
at Woods Holl, Mass., the con-espondent stating that after the spinach was boiled
the little white maggots could be seen on the surface. It may be remembered that
those who have tried kerosene emulsion for the insect as it occurs in the mines have
obtained no results.

Some interesting species of insects injurious to stored produets have recently been
collected. One is the broadheaded flour beetle (Latheticus oryzre Waterh.), reported
by Mr. F. B. Milliken in two mills at Wichita, Kans. The files of the Bureau of
Entomology show that this species was also reported at Wichita Falls, Tex., in 1909,
and at Lyons, Kans., in July, 1908. It is comIllon in Texas, and has only in recent
years spread widely to other regions; for example, to Baton Rouge, La., Elizabeth-
town, Ill., and Detroit, Mich.

The semitropical army worm (Prodenia eridania Cram.) has been reported, with
accompanying specimens, as being injurious at Hastings, Fla. This army worm
appeared in a field of cowpeas, traveled to a field of sweet potatoes, and crossed a
ditch by means of overhanging weeds into another field of cO"lleas and corn. It wa,q
impossible to spray the cowpeas and corn, but the correspondent stated that he could
save the sweet potatoes by other treatment. Several other reports have been made
of an insect which is probably this species, though it has not been positively identified.

Mr. T. E. Snyder, Bureau of Entomology, left on October 23 for a ten-day trip
to Savannah, Ga., Virginia and Tennessee. At Savannah he inspected treated
telephone poles for resistance to insect attack. This work is being done in coopera-
tion with the American Telegraph and Telephone Company. In the latter states he
inspected the control work against the southern pine beetle by the Forest Service
in the 'White Top Purchase Area and to mark newly infested trees for further control
work.

The fif~y-second annual meeting of the Entomological Society of Ontario was held
at Ottawa, November 4 and 5 under the presidency of Dr. C. Gordon Hewitt, the
Government Entomologist. The program was varied and most in~eresting, and the
meeting was very successful, a goodly number being in attendance. Dr. H. T.
Fernald gave an illustrated lecture on: "Life Zones in Entomology and their Rela-
tion to Crops." There were a number of economic papers, one of the more interest-
ing dealing with the e},."traordinary outbreak of Lygus invitus by W. Brittain. A full
account of this meeting will appear in the annual report of the Society, a publication
well and favorably known to American entomologists.
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Dr. E. F. Phillips, Bureau of Entomology, attended a meeting of the farm demon-
strators of Xorth Carolina at Haleigh on August 21 and 23 for the purpose of aITang-
ing for a new line of work soon to be undertaken. It is planned to make a survey of
the state for the purpose of determining the possibilities of building up beekeeping
and to test out, in coilperation with the county agents, various lines of extension
work. E. G. Carr, deputy state apiary inspector for New Jersey and a direetor of
the ~atiollal Beekeepers' Association, has been appointed to do the field work on
this project and will begin work all October 1. Mr. Carr has had extensive experi-
ence as a practical beekeeper and has servcd as inspector for several years.

:\11'. J. It. Horton, Bureau of Entomology, in field charge of the citrus fruit insect
investigations in Louisiana, recently submitted an account of the hurricane which
passed through southern Louisiana on September 29. He reports that in an experi-
mental orchard at Venice fully 95 per cent of the oranges were blown off the trees,
muny of them being carried considerable distance. Orange trees were literally
whipped to pieces and the foliage discolored, as though scorched by fire. I'mctically
all of the ant traps and fumigation covers at Happy Jack were destroyed. Many
lights were broken out of the laborntory windows in New Orleans, and one chimney
was blown down. A large percentage of the cages used in fig-borer experiments
were blown over, and many of the specimens disappeared. l'.h. Horton left Xew
Orleans 011 September 28, and was at a point near Doullutt's Canal, which was
in the worst seetioll of the storm. .

Recently two new wire cages have been added to the Eastern Field Station of the
Bureau of Entomology at East :Falls Church, Va. Both of these consist of a tem-
porary framework with a concrete foundation and covered with a lattice roof and
completely screened in with 14-mesh galvanized screen wire. One of these is to be
used for experiments dealing with inseets injurious to crude forest products and the
study of the life history of various secondary insects. The other one is to be used
for life-history studies of the introduced Eve/ria buoliana and Diprion similc. In
constructing this cage great care has been used. It is to be double-walled and to
have a vestibule entrance. Every possible precaution has been taken in building
this cage beeause of the danger of liberating specimens of these injurious forest
insects. In this cage it is planned to grow various species of pines which may serve
as hosts of the two imported species. The experiments are to be conducted entirely
on growing trees and under conditions which very closely apprm ..-imate those found
in nurseries and forests.

1Iailed December 10, 1915.
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